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Westminster was one of many instances which arose in the 13th
century of a grammar-school under the supervision of the monastic
almoner. At first, the grammar and song schools seem to have
been combined, but in 1479 the records show that the two estab-
lishments were separate. The monastery was dissolved in 1540,
but the King issued a charter for the refoundation of the school,
and Alexander Nowell was appointed as Head Master in 1543. The
development of Westminster into a large public school belongs,
therefore, to the post-Reformation period.
One of the striking characteristics of the later Middle Ages was
the very large number of schools which originated in association
with a chantry. Some of these were primary schools, but most of
them were either grammar-schools originally or became grammar-
schools at a later date. The custom developed for wealthy indivi-
duals, who in earlier years might have endowed a church or a
monastery, to found a chantry, which maintained one or more
priests to say Masses for the repose of the founder and the souls of
other specified persons. In most cases, the duties of a chantry
priest involved the teaching of a school. Foster Watson claimed
that the earliest recognised case of the foundation of a school in a
chantry was that of Lady Berkeley in 1348, who was the founder
of what was known later as Wotton-under-Edge Grammar School
of Lady Margaret.1 This claim does not seem to be substantiated,
for Adamson states that the earliest chantries were founded in the
12th century, and Leach gives numerous instances of chantries and
schools founded much earlier than Lady Berkeley's, e.g. the Free
School of Crewkerne, Somerset, connected with the Trinity chantry,
1310; Ashburton Grammar School, Devon, and the chantry of St.
Lawrence, 1314; and the chantry school of St. Petronilla at Harlow,
Essex, 1324.
One of the earliest instances of a grammar-school springing
from a chantry is that of Appleby Grammar School. As a matter
of fact, Appleby originated from two chantry bequests, both much
earlier than the date assigned by Foster Watson to Wotton-under-
Edge. The first was the chantry of De Goldington, at the altar of
St. Mary in the Church of St. Lawrence. He assigned five and a
half marks yearly for the chantry priest. The deed is dated 1286.
The mayor and corporation of Appleby claimed the right of
Foster Watson, The Old Grammar Schools, p. 3, C.U.P., 1916. This
school, however, can lay claim to another record. It was the first English school
to possess a playground, and Lady Berkeley prescribed that whilst the pupils were
at play they should be supervised by the master and the usher*